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LESSON

9 A Cold Swimmer

Learning Objectives

» To use scanning skills to find names of places

» To understand and use new vocabulary related
to the weather and the Arctic

» To practice using possessive pronouns

* Warm-up
A. Before Reading
Look at the questions and choose the best answer.
@ How many countries have land inside the Arctic Circle?
a. six b. one c. three d. eight

@ Which country has land nearest to the North Pole?
a. Greenland b. Canada c. Russia d. the Arctic Circle

€ What do polar bears eat?
a. penguins b. fish C. snow d. turtles

B. Context Clues

For each sentence, circle the answer that means the same as the word in bold. Do not use
your dictionary. The bold words are new in this lesson.
@ My friend is not very big. Her weight is only thirty-eight kilograms.

a. tallness b. smallness c. largeness d. heaviness

@ The panda bear has a black and white coat.

a. fur b. color C. eyes d. tail

€ | am afraid of dogs because some bite you. A bite hurts a lot!
a. dangerous b. scared c. painful d. hungry
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A. Reading SKill: Scanning for Places

Scanning is looking for something specific in a text. Use your finger or your pen to follow the
lines backward and forward to look for names, numbers or other specific information. Scanning
helps to find specific information quickly when looking at things like schedules and lists.

Scan the text and answer the following questions.

0 How many times do you see the phrase North Pole in the text?

Q How many times does the phrase Arctic Circle appear?

€© Scan and write down all the other places found in the text.

fod

The polar bear is a very big white bear. We call it the polar bear because
it lives inside the Arctic Circle. The Arctic Circle is near the North Pole. There
are no polar bears at the South Pole. The polar bear lives in a place with
snow and ice. At the North Pole, there is only snow, ice, and water. There is

Arctic Circle
North Pole

People cannot see the polar bear in the snow very well because its coat is
yellow-white, It has a very warm coat because the weather is very cold north
of the Arctic Circle. Interestingly, its skin is black. Polar bears also have a lot

of fat under their skin. The coat, black skin, and fat help keep the bear warm. land:
on earth but not
water

South Pole

This bear is three meters long, and it can grow to be about 450 kilograms
in weight. It can stand up on its back legs because it has very wide feet. Polar oy
bears use their front legs like arms. The polar bear can swim very well. It can fur on the skin
swim 120 kilometers out into the water. The longest a polar bear swam was
354 kilometers (220 miles). It catches fish and other sea animals for food. It
also goes into the sea when it is afraid. Polar bears sometimes fight brown
bears. The oldest polar bear was 32 years old. Most polar bears die before
they are 25 years old.

Like the panda, some people want to kill the polar bear. They want its
beautiful white coat. Some people also eat the meat. Other people use the fat

| for cooking. The government of Norway says that no one can kill polar bears

now. Many other countries say the same thing. They do not want all these
beautiful animals to die.
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A. Main Idea

Which is the main idea of the text?

a. People like to kill polar bears because they have beautiful yellow-white coats.

b. Animals live north of the Arctic Circle in the snow and ice and eat fish and sea animals.
c. Yellow-white coated polar bears live in the Arctic Circle and eat fish and sea animals.

B. Short Answer Questions
Answer the questions using information from the text.

€@ Why do we call the big white bear the polar bear?

@ Why can't people see the polar bear very well?

€ Why does the polar bear have a warm coat?

@ Where does the polar bear go when it is afraid?

ﬁ Why do some people want to kill the polar bear?

C. Multiple Choice Questions

Circle the best answer.

@ The polar bear lives .

a. at the South Pole b. in warm countries
c. near the North Pole d. on land only
@ At the North Pole, there is no :
a. ice b. snow c. water d. land

a People cannot see the polar bear in the snow very well because

a. it has a yellow-white coat b. it goes under the snow

c. it can run very fast d. it goes into the water
O The polar bear’s skin is X

a. black b. yellow c. white d. fat
@ The polar bear for food.

a. catches land animals b. looks for snow

c. catches sea animals and fish d. looks for fruit and vegetables



® When the polar bear is afraid, it ;
a. goes into the water b. goes under the snow

C. Tuns away d. stands up on its wide feet

@ The polar bear does not like .
a. water b. fish ¢. brown bears d. ice

@ The government of Norway says that .

a. the polar bear is like the panda b. people can kill the polar bear
c. a person cannot kill a polar bear d. they want its white coat
% Vocabulary

A. Word Definitions

Match each word with the correct definition.

®

not too hot

@ snow
— D ice solid water below zero degrees Celsius
soft white ice of different shapes

how heavy something is

from side to side; large

to take hold of something

frightened or scared of something

the conditions outside

no more and no less

©
SCOOQORPO®OO

around; somewhere near

Read and complete the sentences using words from the box.

Snow ice only warm weather ‘
about weight wide catch afraid

€ Polar bears live in the North Pole and not in the South Pole.

@ How much is the of a panda? Maybe 80 kilograms?

. ,_r-""-é':'
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€ | like to stay inside my house when it is cold outside.

0 sheis 25 years old. Maybe she is 24 or 27.
@ Iliketo butterflies in the forest next to my house.
@ Do you want some in your soft drink?

@ These shoes are no good. They are too

@ The outside is hot and sunny.

C. Fun with Words

The suffix -ly makes an adjective into an adverb. Adverbs describe verbs and adjectives,
and can introduce sentences.

Example: interesting (adjective) — interestingly (adverb)

The teacher explained the new vocabulary interestingly.

Complete the sentences with an adverb from the box.

easily quickly boringly slowly
badly prettily cutely sweetly
€ 1 did the homework
9 I run
9 I dance

% Grammar
A. Possessive Pronouns

You can use possessive pronouns to show that something belongs to somebody or something.

i Singular Plural i
[ - my we - our
you - your you - your
she - her they - their
he - his
it - its

Examples: Polar bears use their front legs like arms.
She has a new dress. Her dress is yellow.




Fill in the spaces with the missing possessive pronoun.

€ Maria likes classes this year.
@ 1 use dictionary every day.

€ we go to university on bicycles.
@ Do you have books with you?
@ A mammal feeds babies milk.

% Discussion

Ask and answer the following questions.

SpeaKing Hint:

€ The polar bear has white hair. What other animals have white Giving Reasons: Use

hair?

9 Can a polar bear live in your country? Why / Why not?

€) The polar bear can live where it is cold. Do you want to live in a

cold place?
@ Are you afraid of any animals? Why / Why not?

@ Are there any dangerous animals in your country?

% Facts & Figures

There are many animals that
live in the Arctic. The Arctic
Fox and the Arctic Hare are
two interesting animals that
live there.

Do some research and
complete the table.

because or since to give
reasons and make your
answers longer.

Yes, it is because . . .
(reason).

No, it can't since . . .
(reason)

Arctic Hare

Height Weight

Arctic Fox 25-30 cm (10-12 in)

Arctic Hare 4-5.5 kg (9-12 lbs)

Color

white in winter and brownish
gray in summer

white in winter and brown in
sumimer
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